HY; JapanesePod101.com 


Extended! Get 35% OFF & Start speaking Japanese with the Monster Sale. Get 35% Off and unlock our Ja... Read More 


> Asking a Japanese Question Lesson 9 = Sidebar 


Asking a Japanese Question 


Learn how to ask questions 


Mark Complete 1 


Also AppearsIn: Conversational Japanese for Absolute Beginners 


Absolute Beginner—Fun and Easy Level 1 Japanese 


JLPT N5 Recommended Course: Part 1 Absolute Beginner Season 1 


Dialogue Vocabulary Lesson Notes Lesson Transcript Comments 


oe Dialogue - Japanese Hide (A) 


kant] English Romaji Hiragana All 


(@) @) A Chik. erLetm, 

(@) (@) B du, 25TH. KEADBHL TT. 
@) @) c Z5ct. KIMATT. 

@) @) A £5 mA? 


oe Vocabulary ide (A) 


CJ English @Q) kana Romaji 
q @) @) ® IEW, COUCH. [EO SCT, J 1EXAMPLE @ 
Pr Yes, that's right. 
@) (@) KEDEATIO - lt. 3 CT. 
~) Are you Mr. Tanaka? - Yes, | am. 


1EXAMPLE 


FR [PFU] 
L) (~) @) () vegetables 
@) () ZHUMLBECT. 


@) That's a vegetable. 


BAO [lclzA 0] 1EXAMPLE @ 
UW @) @) ®) Japanese (item, thing) 


~) () ZNILBROBDLTS. 


(~) These are Japanese sweets. 


O @) @) @) BRT [SDL] LEXAMPLE @ 
Po sweets, snacks, candy 
@) (@) 7X ADSERE TT. 
@) These are American snacks. 
(@) (@) @) om [cn] 1EXAMPLE @ 
this 


@) @) ZMILACT A. 
@) What is this? 


A [eae] 1 EXAMPLE 
1@M@O® in 


(@) (@) thitKer. 
@) That's fish. 


Z @) @) ® KIDA [KIDDA] LEXAMPLE @ 
soft sweet red bean jelly 


~) () znd, £SDATH. 


@) This is soft sweet red bean jelly. 


ry 


BAS [IC|EZA] 5 EXAMPLES @ 
@) @) ®) Japan 


@) @) BAK, BODERBES LC OELBANHS, 
@) Japan has four main islands and many smaller ones. 


LEA lle, LDONODKBABLECHHEKC OBHWEHRLECERSS. 


@ © atoms 
@) islands of Japan 


CIEADLECLE 

@) @) BADR 

@) prefectures of Japan 
TIEA DITA 

@) (¢) BxOsTA 

@) Prime Minister of Japan 


THIEADLHLED 


@) () ZN BROBCH, 


@) This is a Japanese car. 


A [lc<] 4 EXAMPLES @ 
U @) @) @) meat 
@) (@) roaitia 


@) selection of meat 
CM DOLEE4ZA 
(@) @) HeN-x41-4% 
@) barbecue meat 


KK @N-AFA—-TS 

(@) (2) WET. Z-TFIKANEEL. 
~) Mince the meat, and put it in the soup. 
SL EOWT, A-FEWONEEW, 


@) (@) chitacs. 
@) This is meat. 
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Lesson Notes Hide (A) 


Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Asking Questions. 
Kore wa... o-kashi desu ka. 

cmlks + > SH°CTIHTA. 

“Are these sweets?" 


In Lessons 7 and 8, you learned how to say what something is with the sentence pattern [A] wa [B] desu ("A is B," for ex- 
ample "This is water"). In this lesson, you'll learn how to turn that very sentence into a question: "Is AB?" ("Is this water?") In 
English, turning a statement into a question requires changing the sentence order all around, but not in Japanese! We'll 
show you how easy it is. 


Lesson Focus: Making Questions 
Let's take a sentence that uses our "Ais B" sentence pattern that we learned in Lesson 7. 
For Example: 


1. Kore wa okashi desu. 
at bt BA LSE Tey 
"These are sweets.” 


Let's say you have a plate of snacks in front of you that look sweet...but you can't really tell! To turn the sentence above into 
a question ("These are sweets" — "Are these sweets?"), we simply add ka to the end of the sentence. 


So now you can ask: 


1. Kore wa okashi desu ka. 
cHnlk BDL CTD. 
"Are these sweets?" 


Let's try it with some other sentences: 


Sentence "English" — Question "English" 
Kore wa mizu desu. "This is — Kore wa mizu desu ka? "Is this water?" 
(CHILAF TCT, ) water." (THILAF CT AH? ) 

Kore wa niku desu. "This is meat."— Kore wa niku desu ka? "Is this meat?" 
(CMMIE<S ST, ) (CHIC < CHA? ) 

Kore wa sakana desu. "This is fish." — Kore wa sakana desu ka? "Is this fish?" 
(CHMILADECT. ) (CMILADECTA? ) 

Kore wa yasai desu. "This is a — Kore wa yasai desu ka? "Is this a 
(TMlEPAWCT, ) vegetable." (TMMELP AUST HA? ) vegetable?" 
Kore wa furitsu desu. "This is a — Kore wa furitsu desu ka? "Is this a fruit?" 
(LMEFIP=—Y CFs. }) fruit." (CMIKFIL—Y CHD? ) 


Examples from This Dialogue 


1. Kore wa.. o-kashi desu ka. 
EAU? ~ bo WCT Ds 
"Are these sweets?" 


Language Tips: Saying "Yes" or "No" 


We have touched on how to say "yes" (hai) in previous lessons and also learned the phrase s6 desu, which we also use to 
affirm something. Let's take a look at how to say "no" as well: 


1. "Yes" —/Hai./Hai, so desu. 
(Erg, MEV, CDC, 

2. "No" —/ lie./lie, chigaimasu. 
Wize IWWA, BYWET, 


Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


* okashi (5*L) 
A general word for "sweets" or "snacks" (includes cookies, candies, crackers, and the like). 


* nihon no (B#O) 
In the dialogue, we had the phrase nihon no okashi, which translates to "Japanese sweets." Nihon no means "Japanese," 
and it can come before the name of any item to describe it as Japanese. 


For Example: 


1. Nihon no okashi 
"Japanese sweets" 
2. Nihon no furatsu 
"Japanese fruit" (furditsu = "fruit") 


* s6 desu 

When Taylor asked whether the snacks he received were sweets, Masato responded with hai, s6 desu. As we learned be- 
fore, hai means "yes." We also use the phrase so desu to affirm something, and so it is similar to the phrase "that's right" in 
English. You will find that this is very common way to respond to questions! 


Cultural Insights 


What's Yokan? 


In the dialogue, Kaori gave Taylor a gift of yokan, which is sweet, jellied, red-bean paste. It is sold in block form, and we often 
eat it in slices. There are many different varieties of yokan. Definitely try some if you get a chance! 


Download as PDF 


Lesson Transcript show ©) 


GET 35% OFF .2xvo:,, (ee 


PREMIUM & PREMIUM PLUS HERE “eS 


Comments show ©) 


JapanesePod101.com 


LEARN JAPANESE ABOUT US HELP CENTER 
Dashboard Our Method Help Center & FAQ 
Lesson Library Our Story Getting Started 
Flashcards Meet the Team Billing and 
: Subscriptions 
Vocabulary Lists What People Say 
_ My Account 
Japanese Resources Plans & Pricing 
Using the Platform 
My Teacher In the News 
: Teaching Methodology 
Mobile App Languages We Teach 
Siete Busi Learning With a 
chools usinesses Teacher 
elses Contact Us 


Affiliate Program 


FOLLOW US 


UPGRADE 


TODAY O80 


ativeLANGUAGE.COM 


